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Guiding Principles for Marriage,

Vertical Divorce, and Remarriage

CHURCH

Marriage is the sacred union between one man and one woman.
Marriage is intended to be an exclusive and lifelong union.
Marriage is meant to reflect Christ's relationship with His church.

Death nullifies the covenant of marriage and the remaining spouse is free to
remarry another believer.

Divorce is permissible in certain situations, but it is never required.

Divorce is only permissible on the grounds of sexual immorality or desertion by an
unbelieving spouse.

When a believer is divorced without biblical grounds, any subsequent remarriage
(to someone other than original spouse) results in adultery.

When a believer is divorced on biblical grounds, remarriage is also permissible.

Improperly divorced believers should remain single or else be reconciled to their
former spouse.

Improperly divorced and remarried Christians should remain in their current
marriages, but repent and receive the forgiveness of Christ.
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